[Current views on molecular structure of benzodiazepine receptors].
It is generally accepted that gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) is the most important inhibitory transmitter. It interacts with specific receptors. In the central nervous system of the vertebrates there are three types of GABA receptors: GABAA, GABAB, and GABAC receptors. Channel gating at GABAA receptors allosterically is modulated by a wide of neuroactive compounds, including benzodiazepine ligands. The structural and functional bases for the heterogeneity of benzodiazepine receptors are discussed. Investigations of the functional properties of GABAA and benzodiazepine receptors may contribute to progress in neurobiology, neuropathology, neurochemistry, toxicology, and pharmacology.